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Why wipe hard drives?

ÅResponsible refurbishers always wipe or destroy hard drives.

Å Drives cannot be wiped through reformatting or repartitioning.  

It would be similar to tearing the index out of a book.  While 

the chapters would not be visible the information is still there.

ÅBusinesses, governmental agencies and the public are all 

demanding that their information be destroyed.  Many 

agencies think their information has been wiped, but donôt 

take it for granted.  Wipe it again and be sure.

Å If  information from a hard drive donated to your facility is 

released, confidence in donating will be destroyed.

Å The drive can be removed first and wiped or wiped while in 

the computer.  The computer must not boot up to the hard 

drive.  Protect donor privacy.



Tools needed

Needle Nose Pliers 

and a Marker Pen
3 or 4 Drive Wiping Station

KVM Switch Box

Use 1 monitor, keyboard & mouse for 

8 computer wiping stations

Wipe 16 hard drives at a time by 

building your own Raid server.

Adapters for wiping  2 İò 

Drives and SCSI Drives 

(Winchester)

KVM Switch Box



Sort the hard drives

Å How big is the hard drive?  If it is too small to keep, destroy the drive rather 

than taking time to wipe it.

Å 2 İò IDE drives or notebook drives.  Get an adapter to attach to your IDE 

ribbon cables or wipe the drive in the laptop.  Get a 2 İò to 3 İò IDE 

adapter.

Å SCSI drives ïWipe the drive in the computer or have a station set up with a 

SCSI cable.  Get an adapter so you can wipe Winchester drives.

Å SATA  (serial ATA drives)  Some newer computers have SATA options on 

the motherboards.  SATA drives will become more numerous as time goes 

by.

Å Most drives will be 3 İò IDE drives but be prepared to wipe other popular 

kinds as well.

Å Donôt forget to wipe the hard drives in donated printers.

Å You can create a data wiper that wipes 16 different hard drives at one time ï

IDE ïlaptop ïSCSI ïSATA.  You just need a motherboard that supports 

the various options, a power supply with the appropriate power connectors 

and a sense of adventure in putting it together.



IDE drive jumpers

ÅMotherboards have two IDE slots.

ÅEach IDE can handle two IDE devices

ÅOne IDE ribbon cable is connected to

the Primary slot and the other to the

Secondary slot on the motherboard.

ÅEvery computer can handle 3 hard drives and a CD drive 

or 4 hard drives.

ÅJumpers should be set on the hard drives and CD drives 

depending upon the brand of the drive.  Some 

computers will allow for CS (Cable Select) while others 

will only accept Master and Slave.  The Master drive is 

located the furthest from the motherboard on the IDE 

cable and the Slave drive is in the middle.



Hard drives and jumper settings

2 İò drive with 2 İò to 

3 İò IDE adapter

Different brands of hard drives have different 

jumper settings.  Western Digital drives are 

marked on the circuit board.  When wiping a single 

drive, the jumper is in the ñoffò position.  If wiping 

two drives on the same IDE cable, one should be 

set to Master and the other to Slave.  The drives 

may wipe faster as Master/Slave than Cable Select 

ïCS.   

Single drive - Neutral

Two drives - Slave

Two drives - Master

Western Digital

Single drive or master

Slave 

This last example is used when wiping Maxtor, Quantum and most other drives. 


